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Opening Hymn                 Across The Sky The Shades Of Night   #69:1-3        
 
Across the sky the shades of night this New Year's Eve are fleeting.  

We deck your altar, Lord, with light, in solemn worship meeting,  

And, as the year's last hours go by, we raise to you our earnest cry, 

Once more your love entreating.  
 
We gather up in this brief hour the mem'ry of your mercies. 

Your wondrous goodness, love, and pow'r our grateful song rehearses, 

For you have been our strength and stay in many a dark and dreary day 

Of sorrow and reverses. 
 
Before the cross, subdued, we bow, to you our prayers addressing, 

Recounting all your mercies now and all our sins confessing. 

We ask you, Lord, this coming year to keep us in your faith and fear 

And crown us with your blessing. 

 
 
Responsive Reading                    from Psalm 90 
 
M: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 

C: Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the 

world, from everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 
 
M: You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men." 

C: For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,  or like 

a watch in the night. 
 
M: The length of our days is seventy years -- or eighty, if we have the strength; 

C: Yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly 

away. 
 



M: Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

C: Relent O LORD!  How long will it be?  Have compassion on your servants. 
 
M: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and 

be glad all our days. 

C: Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as 

we have seen trouble. 
 
M: May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children. 

C: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our 

hands -- yes, establish the work of our hands. 

 
 
Prayer 
 
C: Lord God, Heavenly Father, you have brought us safely to this hour of 

worship. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless 

us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. 

Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of 

thanks and praise; through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
Hymn Response   
 

 

 

 



Scripture Reading                                          Hebrews 13:5-8 
 
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 

have, because God has said, 

“Never will I leave you; 

    never will I forsake you.”  
6 So we say with confidence, 

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

    What can mere mortals do to me?”  
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome 

of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever. 

 

M: Let the incense of our prayers come before you, O God, 

C: And be acceptable in your sight. 
 
M: Blot out our sins and renew in us a pure heart, 

C: That we may follow you and sing your praise in holy joy today and always. 

 
 
Gospel Lesson                          Luke 13:6-9 
 
6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went 

to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 

vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and 

haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 

fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

 

M: Let us all with gladsome voice, praise the God of heaven 

C: Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, his own Son has given. 
 
M: O Lord Christ, our Savior dear, bless us and be near us. 

C: Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

 

 

. 



Hymn                 O God, Our Help in Ages Past   CW #441 
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home, 
 
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home! 

 
 
Sermon                                    Luke 13:6-9 

Christ Is Still Our Gracious Gardener 

 

Offering               the offering plates are situated near the exit door 
 

The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church             from Christian Worship Altar Book 
 
M:  It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the 

countless gifts of grace we have received from you. 

C:  You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made. 
 
M:  You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that 

we are much more valuable than they. 

C:  You know what we need, and you give us all good things. 
 
M:  Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself - 

all these come to us from your generous hand. 

C:  We thank you for these blessings, and we ask you that you continue to grant 

them to us. 
 
M:  We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our 

faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for life and service. 



C:  Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions… 
 

M:  Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to 

anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live 

our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace. 

C:  In Jesus’ name we began this year; in his name we bring it to a close; and in 

his name we pray the prayer he taught us… 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

The Sacrament 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 



O Christ, Lamb of God                                      VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
 
C: ♫    O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of all; now hear us pray, 

 And grant us from our sin release: have mercy on us! Grant us peace! 

 
 
Distribution Hymn                       Abide With Me   CW #588              
 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away. 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou who changest not, abide with me! 
 
I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour. 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 
 
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if thou abide with me. 
 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

 
 
After the distribution, the minister says: 

M: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in the 

true faith until life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen. 

 

 



Song of Thanksgiving                                      VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
 
C: ♫    As his own servants we depart with his salvation in our heart. 

His saving power he has made known; his love through all the earth is shown.  
 

Lord, let us show the world your light; let us declare your glory bright,  

Proclaim your death until you come to take your ransomed servants home. 
 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have 

fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit 

help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as 

your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.                                                                                                                                                    

 
 
Blessing 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn        Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name   CW #321   
 
Savior, again to thy dear name we raise  

With one accord our parting hymn of praise. 

Once more we bless thee ere our worship cease,  

Then, lowly bending, wait thy word of peace. 
 
Grant us thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;  

Turn thou for us its darkness into light.  

From harm and danger keep thy people free,  

For dark and light are both alike to thee. 
 
Grant us thy peace throughout our earthly life,  

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife. 

Then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,  



Call us, O Lord, to thine eternal peace. 

     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
We thank Liz Dettmann for serving as our accompanist this evening.  
 
Join us for worship this Sunday  on the second Sunday after Christmas, focusing on 

the true point of Christmas. 
 


